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Families and their Sons. Fair indeed is the life, which begins
with love and ambition. He sees that I like talking with Mm,
and thinks that I might be weak enough to help him. Realizing
that by introducing him into the Maucoudinat circle I should
be playing high and risking my own position, he fully under-
stands why it Is that I go on beating about the bush. Still, he Is
patient and has made up his mind to wait. Only the other day
I was laughing at his bumptiousness. How could he ever dream
of my introducing a boy bom of the People into the company
of the Sons ? You have been counting on a miracle, Jean
Queyries, and, alas! you are right. This evening, I shall speak
the words you have so long been hoping to hear. The moment
is approaching when I shaE take you by the hand and lead you
to the object of your young passion. A series of circumstances
has inevitably forced me to wish for the very thing that,
yesterday, would have seemed fraught with peril. I will set
them down on paper, doubtless for my own pleasure, doubt-
less, too, as a result of my curiosity about myself and others,
but also in the hope that, by doing so, I may be able to see my
way clearly at this turning-point of my life where a single false
step would set me plunging into that outer darkness peopled
by crawling things which have nothing to do with my world.